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New president to start job August 1
By KYLE HANSEN
theSpartanDaily.com Editor

Texas Tech University President
Jon Whitmore has been selected to
be the next president of SJSU, the
California State University Board
of Trustees announced Wednesday
morning.
“It’s a great day,” Whitmore said
from his Texas Tech office. “I have
a heck of a lot more to learn about
(the job).”
Whitmore submitted his resignation at Texas Tech in February.
He will replace Don Kassing, who
served as SJSU president since
2004.

Kassing was initially expected
to retire on June 30, but it has not
yet been announced if he will stay
in San Jose until Whitmore takes
over on August 1.
Whitmore said he expects the
transition to be fairly smooth.
“We plan to visit a couple times
between now and then so we can
hit the ground running,” he said.
“(Kassing) has done a great job
as president and I have full confidence that any decisions he makes
between now and then will be in
line with the university’s vision.”
Whitmore’s appointment was
announced at the end of a CSU
Board meeting in Long Beach.

The Board of Trustees interviewed three candidates for the job
and made its selection in a closed
meeting on Monday, but an announcement was not made public
until Wednesday.
“Dr. Whitmore’s outstanding
academic credentials, proven leadership abilities and commitment to
students will be a tremendous asset
to the campus and the community,”
said CSU Trustee William Hauck
in a news release.
“His strong administrative skills,
management style and ability to
connect with students combined

Campus faculty welcomes
Whitmore with open arms
By DINA BASLAN
Staff Writer

As Jon Whitmore prepares to take office as SJSU’s new president on August 1, some faculty members expressed their views
and hopes for the university under his presidency.
Elizabeth Cara, president of the SJSU chapter of the California Faculty Association and an occupational therapy professor,
said the members of the association liked Whitmore’s vision for
SJSU and are looking forward to working with him.
“He seems genuine and sincerely interested in working with
the faculty and all the employees of the university to create a

See WHITMORE, page 4
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Jon Whitmore was the president of Texas Tech
University for ﬁve years.

See FACULTY, page 2

CSU announces
10 percent
fee increase

The CSU
Fee Increases

By CHRIS BAUSINGER
Staff Writer

The California State University Board of
Trustees voted to increase student fees by
10 percent Wednesday, according to a news
release.
The new increase would raise fees by $276,
bringing CSU fees to $3,048 annually.
California Lt. Gov. John Garamendi, who
proposed a cap on student fees, said he was
upset with the CSU’s decision to increase fees
according to the news release.
“Hiking taxes on our young people takes
us in the opposite direction,” Garamendi said.
“Rather than making college available to
more young people, fee hikes take California
a step backwards.”
See FEES, page 4

The California State University voted Wednesday to
raise fees an additional 10
percent. Below are the figures for a full-time student
taking more than six units
beginning in the fall.

Fee increase
per semester

Out the door and
into the real world

$276
Total cost per year

$3,048
Total cost per year,
2007-2008

$2,772
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Kaitlyn Capella, a senior business management major, is graduating with a 4.0 GPA. She currently works as a Target executive assistant
and plans to work for small business companies in the future.

Source / CSU
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff Writer

Hasan Elahi, who will join
the SJSU faculty this fall, was
detained in 2002 by the FBI as
a suspected terrorist.

School of Art and
Design brings in
digital art professor

As graduation day approaches, some
students prepare to don the cap and
gown and walk. Some seniors at the top
of their class said they felt like graduation came none too soon.
Xiaoling Lao, a senior electrical engineering major at the top of her class,
said she can’t wait to move on to the
next phase of her life.
“I prefer to live in a reality,” said Lao,
who currently has a 3.89 GPA. “I don’t
want to stay in academia all the time. I
want to live in a practical world. In order

to do that, I need qualifications.”
Although Lao is a senior, she still has
two core classes and a few electives to
pound out.
About maintaining an “A” average,
Lao said the trick was to stay focused.
“I say it’s all about motivation,” Lao
said. “It’s all about attitude.”
Kaitlyn Capella, a senior business
management major who currently has
a GPA of 4.0, would seem inclined to
agree with Lao’s eagerness to move on.
“I’m ready for the next phase of my
life,” said Capella. “My family is ready
for the next phase of my life, too.”

Senior Staff Writer

This fall, students will be able
to take a class taught by an accused
terrorist.
Hasan Elahi, an artist and professor at Rutgers University, said he is
joining SJSU at the CADRE Laboratory for New Media at the School
of Art and Design.
As far as his affiliation with terrorism, he wrote in an e-mail that
there was an erroneous report that
authorities received in May 2002
stating, “an Arab man fled on September 12 who was hoarding explosives.” The FBI later detained him.
“Never mind I’m not Arab,” he
wrote from Amsterdam, Netherlands. “Never mind it wasn’t the
12th. Never mind I didn’t have
anything other than winter clothes,
furniture and assorted garage sale
material in that storage unit in
Florida.”
He wrote that his work has always been motivated by sociopo-

litical issues, but has become more
personal after the incident with
the FBI. He created a Web site on
which he posts up-to-date timestamped pictures of toilets he uses
and meals he eats, among other daily activities.
“One of the main reasons that I
started this project was for my own
protection,” Elahi wrote. “But it was
also a way to process what had just
happened.”
Thinh Le, a junior architecture
major, said Elahi would be a great
influence for students.
“That’s an eye-opening experience you can’t teach,” he said.
“That only comes from personal
experience.”
Elahi wrote that he had been emailed media requests every week
for the past year ranging from major Russian magazines to U.S. radio
stations.
His Web site provides links to
his appearances in the New York
See ELAHI, page 4

“

I’m ready for
the next phase
of my life. My
family is ready for
the next phase of
my life, too
KAITLYN CAPELLA
senior business
management major

”

See GRADS, page 2

SJSU says goodbye to Don Kassing, ‘a great leader’
HEIDI ROMSWINCKEL-GUISE

By MICHAEL PASAOA

Before being accepted at SJSU, Capella could very well have gone down a
different path and become an air traffic
controller. She said she took an aptitude
test that determined that the best career
for her was either that of a doctor or an
air traffic controller.
Since she had no interest in being a
doctor, she said she decided that being
an air traffic controller might be a nice
change of pace. So, she visited the University of North Dakota, which she said
has a good program for becoming one.
“I was looking for direction,” Capella

Staff Writer
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Don Kassing addresses faculty and
staﬀ during a ceremony in 2005.

Caring, kind, and admirable
were only a few of the words the
colleagues of outgoing SJSU President Don Kassing came up with to
describe him.
Larry Carr, associate vice president of public affairs, said he had
been at the university for almost
16 months and he had truly valued
working with Kassing.
“He is a great leader and a great
decision maker,” he said. “He takes
a genuine interest in the people who
work here, the students and community members. That’s a rare quality
for someone at an executive level.”
Before becoming the university’s
president in 2004, Kassing was SJSU’s vice president of administration
and finance, working as the chief financial officer of SJSU for 11 years,
according to the SJSU Web site.
Gerry Selter, executive assistant
to the president, said he had known
Kassing for a few years and said
he thought he had been one of the

most effective presidents at SJSU
since the 1960s.
“I think he’s one of the best
presidents we’ve had here since
Robert Clark,” Selter said. “He’s a
wonderful man and is easy to work
with and easy to talk to.”

“I think he’s one of

the best presidents
we’ve had since
Robert Clark.
GERRY SELTER
executive assistant
to the president

”

Additional information on the
SJSU Web site stated that after taking the presidency, Kassing helped
develop and complete the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library and
Campus Village projects.
Carr added that he admired
Kassing because of his great attitude and personality.
“He has the ability to relate to
virtually any audience on and off

campus because he so believes in
what we do here at SJSU,” Carr
said. “I try to learn from people all
the time and he’s one of the people
I try to learn from.”
William Nance, vice provost for academic planning and
budgets, described Kassing as a
committed person.
“He was exactly the person we
needed at the time when we needed
him,” he said. “He’s very well respected and is definitely going to
be missed.”
Nance added that he was pleased
Kassing decided to stay longer at
SJSU than expected because his
contributions to the campus were
immense.
Kassing was not available for
comment, but both Carr and Selter
said he was planning to spend a lot
of time with his family in Phoenix,
Ariz. after his retirement.
“I know he and his wife are
going to be spending a lot of time
with their grandchildren,” Carr
said. “He’s very much looking
forward to that.”
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FACULTY Hopes high for fundraising
Continued from page 1
better university for all the students,”
she said.
Political science professor Kenneth Peter, a member of the search
advisory committee, said that the
CSU Board of Trustees had developed a clear understanding of campus views that the committee had
attempted to convey.
One of the “great strengths” Whitmore will bring to the campus, Peter
said, is “his ability to raise funds.”
With 28 endowed chairs at Texas
Tech University, Peter said Whitmore’s fundraising ability could
transform the campus.
“If he could do something like that
for San Jose State,” he said, “that will
be an important contribution.”
Bradley Stone, chemistry department chair, expressed similar
views adding, “There are a lot of

us on campus, including me, that
really want to see a president
who will develop research and
scholarships here on campus.”
Stone said he did not get the
chance to meet any of the candidates

a lot of us on
“There’s
campus, including me,
that really want to see
a president who will
develop research and
scholarships here ...
BRADLEY STONE
Chair of the
chemistry department

”

because he was out of town. However, he said he had expected Eduardo
Ochoa to be appointed because of his
familiarity with the California State
University system.

Business professor Annette Nellen
said coming to a CSU campus does
not seem to be an obstacle.
“I think he will do a great job of getting in and quickly learning how things
are here and what his campus’ priorities are and get moving,” she said.
Dr. Tai-Ran Hsu, a mechanical
aerospace engineering professor,
said he hopes Whitmore will integrate SJSU with the Silicon Valley
community.
“There’s lots of initiative in environmental energy and sustainable
development,” he said, “and I hope
that we, as a campus, could be part of
this exciting period of time.”
Even though Whitmore is not from
Silicon Valley, Hsu said he hopes
that his position as the president
of SJSU will enable him to get
involved in the local community and
“learn what the local community
needs from us and how we can make
a difference.”

CORRECTION
In the May 13 edition, in the
story “Class to fight climate
change” by Michael Pasaoa,
Lawrence Quill, a political science professor, was misquoted
as saying, “It could be anything
from eco-terrorism, sustainability in business and how to
persuade people to be more
energy efficient.” He did not
say “eco-terrorism”; he said
“eco-tourism.”

Got a
news tip?
Tell us about it at
thespartandaily.com

Find an error
in the paper?

Report it online to us at
thespartandaily.com
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Pradeep Senanayake, a senior electrical engineering major, poses during a trip to the engineering department’s microelectronic processing lab. He currently interns at a microelectronics company in Fremont.

GRADS Student: ‘There’s a purpose’
Continued from page 1
said. “When I really thought about
it, it didn’t appeal to me so much.”
Unlike Lao and Capella’s urgency to move on, Pradeep Senanayake, an electrical engineering
major, feels the need to savor his
education. He said that in college,
especially in electrical engineering,
the philosophy is to get in, take your
classes and get out, because there is
generally a job waiting for electrical
students on the other side.
“I’ve chosen not to do that, willfully chosen not to do that,” said
Senanayake, whose GPA is 3.92.
He said he plans to attend graduate
school in the fall.
He understands that his perspective toward academia might be in
the minority.
“I have friends who have wellpaying jobs, and grad school is a
continuation of being a poor student, scraping by.” He said. “I feel
alive when I’m doing this stuff, so
there’s a purpose.”
If you asked Senanayake how he
kept his GPA so high for all these
years, he couldn’t tell you. “You
don’t think about it when you do it.
I’m not a genius, I’m not anything
special. It’s the basics,” he said,
adding emphasis on understanding
homework and lectures.
Senanayake said he started his
college career at Cabrillo College in
Aptos before transferring to SJSU.
He graduated last December
in electrical engineering, but stuck
around to help a friend perform an
experiment researching biomedical
devices.
Senanayake completed his senior thesis prior, which involved
constructing a microchip that acts as
a filter for optical communication.

While working on his senior
thesis, Senanayake said he realized
that a sturdy base in physics would
help, so he took some classes on
his own time. He also collaborated
heavily with the UC Santa Barbara
while constructing his senior thesis.
In fall, he’ll be off to UCLA for
graduate school. He had been faced
with the choice of attending graduate
school in the U.K. or Los Angeles.
“L.A. is L.A.,” he said, “It’s
very full.”
He said the weather was one reason for choosing California, since
Senanayake said he has been spoiled
by San Jose’s weather.
He also thought it would make
sense to attend a school in the proximity of the university he had collaborated with during his project.
Kaitlyn Capella did decide to endure England’s weather, in a town
called Stroud, in Gloucestershire,
England.
She said she was interning as a
nanny for “three kids in a huge house,”
and that the experience was not unlike
suddenly becoming a mom.
While most of her classmates
chose internships within London,
Capella wanted to explore the edges.
She said that since the outskirts
of England have fewer immigrants
than London, it makes it a bit more
“English” around those parts.
“You really learn the culture
living with a family,” Capella said.
About maintaining her 4.0 GPA,
Capella said the key is motivation.
“I’ve always been a very selfmotivated person,” she said.
Capella said this should help her
continue to learn on her own outside
of the classroom.
“I think I’m looking forward to
learning in a different way,” she
said. “I’ve been doing this for eight

years, I’m ready to learn on my own.
I’m ready to just pick up a book and
read on my own.”
“I definitely would like to study
the whole psychology of motivation,
what motivates people,” she said. “I
consider myself a motivated person,
but I don’t know what makes me
that way. I’d like to figure it out.”
While Capella is reading about
motivation, Xioling Lao could very
well be reading just about any nonfiction that catches her fancy.
Lao said that while in China, she
began to read English fiction to improve her English. She has since progressed to non-fiction, which she said
she prefers “because I grew up. I want
to know what the real world is like.”
In her spare time, Lao enjoys
reading history, political and business books and magazines, although
she said studying takes up quite a bit
of her time.
She enjoys the music of Christina Aguilera and Gwen Stefani,
and occasionally listens to the pop
music from China, which she said is
“about the same.”
Some students said they were
ready to move on.
“Now that I won’t have a lot of
homework, I’m going to transfer all
those hours into my job, some into
hanging out with my kids, and drag
racing,” said Greg Castro, a senior
business management major.
Richard Alvarado, a senior anthropology major, called the experience of SJSU “very rewarding.”
“I’ve always wanted to make sure
that I got the most out of my education,” he said, “I know that a lot of
people in the world (would be) willing to do anything to be in my place,
taking full privilege. The fact that
I succeeded with high marks is
very rewarding.”
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Killing myself slowly is my own choice

By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff Writer

Our country is always good for a
nice contradiction.
We can sit in our Wal-Mart chairs
without ever thinking of the nickel-anhour Chinese laborers who worked to
produce them.
We have the right to a free press,
but if we run from newspapers and
don’t tune the television to CNN, we
have the ability to live as isolationists,
shielding ourselves from that depressing
thing called “the world” while paying stupid attention to Britney Spears’
every move.
We can also be exposed to cartoon
camels and macho cowboys who make
cigarettes look like the niftiest thing
since the Charleston, get hooked, and a
few years down the line, be penalized
for believing the liberally placed billboards and picking up a pack.
Anyone who has read the Spartan
Daily — a fine rag if I do say so myself
— lately, knows about the impending

Comment
from the Web

possibility of a smoke-free campus,
led by a group called the Smoke-Free
Policy Committee.
The Spartan Daily reported on May
1 that Carole Foster, a member of the
committee, said the idea is to make
it harder for people to smoke so they
won’t smoke in the first place.
While I do appreciate it when
superior minds have the kindness and
forethought to protect the rest of us
from ourselves, I’m not sure banning
smoking from the campus is quite the
right way to go.
There are 7-Elevens on all corners
of the campus waiting to sell cigarettes,
we’ve all seen the aforementioned billboards growing up, and the movies have
made the whole process look tres cool
ever since the days of Humphrey Bogart.
Smokers have already been issued
a 25-foot restraining order for all
doors and windows, and most of them
have complied.
Now, do we really want “designated
smoking areas?” What would that even
be, some taped-off area in the middle of
the campus with about 35 people standing around and puffing their lives away
while normal folk pass by, hurling rocks
and shunning the ignoramuses?
Moreover, a completely smokefree campus would mean that anyone
who we as a society have allowed to
become nicotine-dependent would
need to waddle their smoky selves all
the way to the edge of the campus for

their five-minute cigarette break.
It is understandable that some
students are afraid of secondhand
smoke. First contact has been known
to eradicate entire species of plants.
But can’t we trust smokers to be courteous enough to keep their clouds to
themselves?
The claims I’ve heard from most
supporters of the mundane idea of a
smoke-free campus make it sound
like smokers are packs of uncivilized
wolves, running up to the good citizens
of the university and blowing smoke in
their faces, cackling all the way.
OK, I’ll be fair. Secondhand smoke
is bad, and we do have significant
evidence that smoking can lead to cancer. Anyone who is nominally literate
and understands the English language
can collect all four surgeon general
warnings on various packs.
We know that it can cause birth
defects; we know that quitting now
can extend your life considerably, and
we know that cigarette smoke contains
carbon monoxide. All from reading the
precious boxes of cancer sticks.
All the same, these are risks that
literate SJSU smokers are aware of.
They’ve read the boxes, and have made
their choice.
So if they don’t run around like
jackals, cornering and eradicating non-smokers with secondhand
smoke, what’s the problem? Aren’t we
allowed to bring on our own slow,

Remember what feminism is for

The comment below refers to “Next to adjust
at SJSU” by John Hornberg from May 5.

Ethnicity should
not be an issue
in choosing a new president
You guys (the media) are so predictable. As soon as the candidates were
named, I already knew this would be the
follow-up article yammering about the
lack of diversity.
I’m so tired of reading this kind of
diversity nonsense, as it is so tendentious and boring. I’m an Asian myself,
and even I feel that enough is enough.
I’m not a victim as the media
constantly try to make all the minority
groups to be.
I’m perfectly content with where
I am in life and consider myself to be
successful. And I think that’s because
I don’t buy into all this inferiority complex that everyone tells me that I should
feel because I’m not white.
I love SJSU, and my only concern
about the candidates are that they are
the best that we could find and that he or
she can help elevate the school’s image
nationally to the next level.
It would be much more interesting to
read about the candidates’ background
and their accomplishments instead of
something as irrelevant as race; isn’t
that what we have been taught to do
anyway?
So I look forward to more articles
on the detailed information on the
candidates when they visit the SJSU
campus over the next few days.
-Dave

DAVID ZUGNONI
Beginnings of Marathons
The New York Times published
a story Tuesday about the female
football players of such leagues as
theIndependent Women’s Football
League and the National Women’s
Football Association.
According to the article, all the
players hold full-time jobs and pay up
to $1,000 every season to compete.
One player commutes three hours to
and from practice twice a week.
“What we’d like is to earn a living at this,” said Andra Douglas, the
president of the New York Sharks of
the IWFL. “Boys and men have no
idea how lucky they are to have this just
handed to them. It breaks my heart.”
There’s definitely truth to her
statement, but there’s also a glaring
overgeneralization.
The truth is that boys are handed
the opportunity to play competitive
football in high school.
They are encouraged, sometimes
forced. And they are rewarded with
popularity among their peers and
admiration of a bunch of people they
have never even met.
Those who are extremely successful
in high school football can earn college
scholarships to play at the next level.
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painful consumer-driven death anymore? What is this country coming to?
I’m almost tempted to patronize the
old cliché and compare it to fast food,
which is nothing if not abundant (and
overpriced) at SJSU’s Student Union.
Shall we save the morbidly obese
from themselves as well?
That’s just crazy talk.
Another tidbit from the article mentions that the committee’s slide show
contained a factoid that smokers only
get 15 percent of their secondhand
smoke, while the remaining 85 percent
falls on innocent bystanders.
This isn’t a problem either, though.
Smokers smoke with other smokers. So
if two smokers are puffing away a pack
of Kools, they will inhale their own 15
percent, and their neighbor’s 85 percent, for a whopping 100 percent of
secondhand smoke.
Thus, the smokers will kill themselves off and the problem will take
care of itself.
The point here is that SJSU students
have to be trusted to make their own
decisions, whether it means trusting them to not patronize the campus
Burger King’s “two double cheeseburgers for two dollars” deal or trusting them not to start smoking like all
the cool kids.
Now if you’ll excuse me, I have
two double cheeseburgers, a carton of
cigarettes, a fifth of whiskey and some
cyanide to consume.

A select few who are extremely
successful in college can go on to
make millions at the pro level.
Compared with Jennifer Blum
— the New York Sharks’ 155-pound
wide receiver and defensive back,
whose family fought in court for her
to be allowed to play on the boys
soccer all-star team when she was 9,
whose family won the case but had
their cars vandalized and their daughter come home from school in tears
from the ostracism she endured there
— yeah, the males in the sport have it
pretty nice.
But they surely don’t “have this
just handed to them.” That’s the glaring overgeneralization.
Making a living playing football
takes a lot more than a penis.
The boys may be provided with
the equipment, the field and another
team to play against, but they earn everything else, often at the expense of
social lives, focus on education,
physical health and money.
A star high school quarterback
may get a full scholarship and the
treatment of a king at the University
of Miami, but if he doesn’t make it to
the NFL or another pro league, he’s
in the same job searching game that
everybody else is. And he couldn’t
have been as focused on school as
his peers because of the workouts,
practices and travel.
Professional athlete is an occupation just like any other, except it pays
extremely well and is extremely hard
to get and can only be gotten during a
short window of time in a person’s life.
People spend countless hours on
the field, just as you may have spent
countless hours in the classroom, in the
library and in your room studying.

Dedicating oneself to such a
venture is a big risk and should be
acknowledged as such.
I think feminism is important,
but sometimes its advocates goes
too far, or rather they don’t go in
the right direction, diminishing their
credibility in turn.
Douglas was probably making
a simple, innocent comment when
she said boys and men are handed a
living as professional football players,
so I’m not jumping on her; I’m jumping
on the comment.
There are plenty other things for
women to fight for than having a
woman’s football league that makes
enough money for the players to quit
their jobs.
Ruing that is like harping on what
a tragedy it is that men have trouble
making money as cheerleaders.
I’m sure it is heartbreaking to
know women whose passion it is
to play football and to see them
sacrifice for that passion without any
acknowledgement.
But there are surely many more
men out there who destroyed their
bodies, gave their best efforts on
every day and spent hours being yelled
at by uncaring coaches without ever
seeing one dime of pay.
Feminism is the theory of equality
between the sexes.
I think people need to remember
that.

This is the last appearance of
“Beginnings of Marathons.”
David Zugnoni is the Spartan Daily
opinion editor.
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Answers needed
in death case
at AT&T Park

By MARK POWELL
Special to the Daily

In a city once made famous for its declarations of
peace and love, a single, ill-advised punch changed two
lives forever.
It hasn’t been reported with certainty exactly why
San Carlos resident and Carlmont High School senior
Taylor Buckley slammed his fist into the side of 18-year-old
Anthony Giraudo’s face outside AT&T Park following a San
Francisco Giants game last Friday.
What has been reported is that Giraudo collapsed from the
impact of the hit, which Assistant District Attorney George
Butterworth called a sucker punch, and fell to the ground with
his head smacking the pavement.
On Saturday at San Francisco General Hospital, Giraudo, a
first-year student and baseball player at Cañada College, was
pronounced dead.
Buckley was released on $200,000 bail Wednesday afternoon, a figure lowered by $800,000 earlier that morning by
San Francisco Superior Court Judge Ernest Goldsmith. But
the end of this regretful situation, which came suddenly for
Giraudo, is far from sight for Buckley.
June 25 will be the date when Buckley enters a plea to the
charge of involuntary manslaughter — more than one month
away, and more than enough time for some questions to
be answered.
Did these two young men have a history? Authorities
reportedly have said no, they didn’t know each other before
Friday’s altercation.
Did something happen inside AT&T Park those few hours
before they crossed paths outside?
That information was not made public as of Wednesday
afternoon, but if you’ve ever been to a professional baseball
stadium — even in the “peaceful” city of San Francisco —
you’ve found out that it’s hardly inhabited by sober, passive
fans, never prone to make mistakes.
Tensions can run high at AT&T Park, like many ballparks,
and even if the Giants’ opponent for the night isn’t a hated
West Coast rival, altercations can occur.
Moments of lamentable frustration happened, wrongly.
In terms of Buckley’s moment of lamentable frustration,
it might sound deplorable to say there was almost innocence
behind Buckley’s punch — as innocent as punching someone
in the face can be, anyways.
How many people would make the assumption that it was
Buckley’s intention to kill Giraudo?
Assuming, however, for either side, would be an unfortunate
decision at this time. Neither I nor anyone else can say in full
confidence that the punch was merely a punch coupled with a
chance manner of falling that produces a fatal head injury.
Only Buckley knows what he set out to do when he threw
his fist into the side of another man’s face, sending Giraudo to
the ground and both lives spiraling downward.
Buckley spent one night in jail Saturday, where he surely
had time to think about how different his life was going to
be after what should have been just another night at another
baseball game.
He has 42 days to think about how he will plea.
And we’ll have 42 days to think about how Buckley’s
attorney requested that his client’s bail be lowered further
because his client was trustworthy and a valued member of
his community.
For the sake of two young men, and the families that are
forever changed by this incident, the trustworthiest thing for
Buckley to do would be to enlighten everyone as to not just
how, but why he threw that punch.
It may even allow everyone involved to begin thinking a
little more about peace and love in its wake.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“They are canaries
in the coal mine,
warning of far greater
losses in the fall,
if steps are not taken
to remedy
the current climate.”
REP. TOM DAVIS
Said Wednesday regarding the Republican
Congressional losses in Mississippi.
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WHITMORE New prez to stay a while ELAHI Art class will focus on education
Continued from page 1
with a vision for the campus are the
perfect combination to lead San Jose
State into the future,” said Hauck, an
SJSU alumnus and chair of the presidential search committee.
The Board of Trustees will set
Whitmore’s compensation during its
July meeting, according to the news
release.
Each of the three candidates visited
campus last week after being selected
by the committee, which also included
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed.
Whitmore was selected over
Northern Arizona University Provost
Elizabeth Grobsmith and Sonoma
State Provost Eduardo Ochoa.
“We got really excited about the
spirit that already exists there,” Whitmore said of his visit to campus.
The incoming president said he
does not know enough about the university to say exactly what he will do
after he arrives.
“I want to visit with all the different constituent groups on campus,”
he said of his plans for the future.

“My main goal will be to learn as
much as I can about the university.”
Whitmore said there are a number of areas that he feels he can step
into without too much delay, such as
fundraising.
He also said one of the first items
on his agenda will be to try to raise
graduation rates.
“Continuing to work on that will
be very important and something
I would like to address as a major
goal,” he said.
Whitmore leaves Texas after the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools placed the university
on one-year academic probation last
December.
Bill Dean, the executive vice
president of the Texas Tech Alumni
Association, said that Whitmore will
be missed.
“I think everyone liked Dr. Whitmore and they are happy he got this
and he is going to be really good,”
he said.
“(Whitmore) is very well liked by
the faculty. I think he secured faculty
raises every year he was here. He secured additional counselors,” he said.

“There’s a lot of real positive things
that happened while he was here.”
Prior to his visit to SJSU, Whitmore was a candidate for the president’s job at Portland State University. He withdrew his name from that
search in mid-April.
Louisiana State University also
said it was considering Whitmore to
fill an open chancellor position. Whitmore said he had not spoken with
LSU about the position and someone
else submitted his name for the job.
Whitmore said he is not interested
in the job at LSU if the university approaches him in the future.
“That’s a dead issue,” he said.
“I’m coming to San Jose State for the
next several years.”
Whitmore, who is 63, also said
the university community should not
worry about him retiring shortly after
arriving at SJSU.
“It’s way too early to consider
that,” he said, adding that he normally commits to a new job for at least
five years and typically stays for six
or seven years.
He was hired at Texas Tech five
years ago.
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Continued from page 1
Times Magazine to the CBS Evening
News.
Elahi wrote that he would continue to make appearances.
“I think the content of the work
that I am doing is absolutely crucial
to get out to the public,” he wrote.
“The more the work gets out, the
better.”
Elahi wrote that he wanted to come
to SJSU because CADRE stands out
among other digital art programs.
“It is one of those rare programs that
provide a solid theoretical and critical
perspective to the production of digital
art,” he wrote, “as well the focus on the
social impact of technology.”
He added, “I will be teaching
courses that focus on creative problem solving using technology as well
as seminars in art and technology and
how this intersection has influenced
our culture and society.”
Joel Slayton, director of the
CADRE laboratory for New Media,
said the faculty conducted a national
search for a new member in Digital
Media Art and Elahi was one of the

top four selected from approximately
40 candidates.
“We brought them here to visit
campus and do presentations to students and meet faculty and the normal
interview process,” Slayton said.
Slayton said CADRE is an academic and research program in the

that
“I’ma lotaoffirmthebeliever
‘best’ art
barely passes for art

”

HASAN ELAHI
Incoming art professor

School of Art and Design for artists
to work with emerging technologies.
“We’re one of the oldest and
prestigious programs in the country, so we have a good reputation,”
Slayton said.
Elahi wrote, “I can tell you very
confidently that there are very, very
few schools that are doing anything this involved … Given that
I work in this intersection of art and
technology, Silicon Valley seems

only appropriate.”
He wrote that he wants students
to think independently and critically
inside and outside of the classroom
and that he likes art that makes him
question and challenge his definitions of art.
“I’m a firm believer that a lot of
the ‘best’ art,” he said, “barely passes
for art.”
He said he’s always been making
some kind of an art as far as he can
remember but wasn’t always thinking about it as a career choice.
“Before going to college,” Elahi
said, “I never really saw myself
wanting to study art per se, but after
a few years, I realized that by studying art, I really could study just about
anything and everything to whichever extent I chose to.”
He said that those who want to pursue art as a major and career should
get a broad education and learn about
as many things as humanly possible.
“Being an artist today is not just
about creating visually pleasing images,” Elahi said. “The artist today
has a responsibility to have an understanding beyond their immediate
area of study.”

Go online for more coverage of SJSU’s presidential search, and about the new president.

Follow

thespartandaily.com
during the summer
for columns and
campus-related
breaking news

FEES Cal-states remain cheapest in nation
Students and families now face
a total cost of — including room,
board, books, tuition and fees —
$20,000 at the CSU, according to
the news release.
The expected cost at SJSU is

$18,195, according to the SJSU
financial aid Web site.
“Although we raised fees at this
time, we are still the lowest in the
nation,” said Teresa Ruiz public
affairs specialist for the CSU.
“We never like raising student fees. We want to provide our
students the best services that we
can at the lowest, affordable cost
possible.
“But given the state and the en-

tire budget situation with California
in general, the UCs and the CSUs
are doing the best that we can.”
Larry Carr, SJSU assistant vice
president of government and community relations, said the fees are
necessary to fund the services of a
university.
“Student fees are an important
part of the whole mix of how higher
education is funded in California,”
he said.

